Primary Colors

CMY: Pigment Primaries: Subtractive Color RGB: Light Primaries: Additive Color

Pigment Primaries: Cyan, Magenta, Yellow Light Primaries: Red, Green, Blue

There are two color systems: Light and Pigment. The Light and Pigment Primaries are different, but connected. RGB and CMY fit
together as primary and secondary colors (ie, the primaries of one system are the secondaries of the other):

The primary colors of light (RGB) combine to form the secondary colors of light (CMY).
The primary colors of pigment (CMY) combine to form the secondary colors of pigment (RGB).

RGB - used for web (light)
CMY - used for print (pigment)

3 Elements of Color:

HUE - the color of the color These six colors are all
VALWVE - the lightness or darkness of a color different hues, all at a
INTENSITY/SATURATION - the brightness or dullness of a color high saturation.

These three colors all
have the same hue, but
different values.

These three colors all
have the same hue, but
different saturation.




COLOR PALETTES

A color palette is a systematic way of creating color harmony.

Monochrome:
One hue: various tints, tones and
shades based on that one hue.

Analogous: Adjoining hues on the
color wheel.

Complimentary: Opposing colors on
the color wheel.

Split Complimentary: A hue and the
two hues next to its complement.

Triad: Three equidistant hues on the
wheel.

Tetrad / Double Complement: Four
hues, consisting of two sets of
complementary colors.

Tip: Remember that there are three components to any given color. A color palette limits your

HUES, but not the Saturation or Value.



